




Leader: Take just a few minutes to review how we have come to this point in God’s 

story. 

After the flood God is going to begin his relationship with man through the family of 

Abram.  The focus of this lesson will be how God is faithful and keeps his covenant 

with Abram and also with us. 



The focus of this lesson is God making His covenant through his faithful servant 

Abram.  Abrams frequent doubts and trying to take matters into his own hands but 

God is always faithful 



1. God tells Abram to leave everything he has ever known and go to a place the God 

will show him.  Notice God doesn’t even say where he is going.  He promises to 

make him a great nation, to protect him from enemies and that all the people of 

the earth will be blessed through him. This is a foreshadowing of Jesus coming 

from Abrams line 

2.  Abram shows his faith in v. 4 when Abram went just as the Lord told him.  Abram 

followed the command of God and trusted in his promise/covenant. 



This is a crazy part of the Abram and Sarai story.  Abram and Sarai lie and tell 

Pharaoh that Sarai is Abram’s sister (because she is so beautiful and Abram was 

worried that Pharaoh would kill him).  Sarai goes and lives with Pharaoh in his palace 

where he takes her as one of his wives. He gives Abram flocks and herds, donkeys, 

slaves and camels. But the Lord inflicts plagues on Pharaoh, so Pharaoh realizes 

what has happened and kick Abram and Sarai out. Abram leaves Egypt wealthier 

than he arrived.  Another foreshadowing of how the Israelites will leave Egypt with 

wealth from the Egyptians.  



Abram and Lot have both become very wealthy with huge herds and hundreds of 

servants who are arguing and fighting over water and grazing land so they decide 

they should split up. Abram allowed Lot to choose first and he chose an area that will 

later cause problems including him getting captured and requiring Abram to have to 

bring his men to rescue Lot and his family.  Look briefly and summarize ch. 14 if time 

allows. 

Abram took what was left and God promised to bless it. God promises to make 

Abram’s descendants like the dust on the ground.  Abram responds by building an 

alter and worshiping God. 



Abram is worried because he still has no children.  God keeps saying he will 

but….nothing.  He believes his inheritance will go to his servant Eliezer. But God 

continues to promise that He is faithful and will give Abram a child.  He took him out to 

look at the starts and said they would  number the stars.  When the Israelites left 

Egypt scholars believe they numbered around 600,000 men. 

 

The covenant involved cutting several animals in half and then those taking the 

covenant to walk between the bodies.  Thus saying, if I break this covenant, may what 

has been done to these animals be done to me.  Abram walks through and so does 

God making this covenant binding. 

 

God foretells of the Israelites going to Egypt, how long they would be there and how 

they would come out.  God has already set out his plans for redemption of the 

Israelites and all of us through Jesus. 

 



Abram and Sarai were getting frustrated that God had not fulfilled His promise to them 

for a child.  So they decided to take matters into their own hands once again.  Sarai 

told Abram to make her servant Hagar his wife and he did.  This was actually a 

common practice during biblical times.  We see it again in the story of Jacob when 

Leah and Rachel both give their servants to Jacob.  Several of the 12 sons/tribes 

came for those marriages.  However, this was not in God’s plan for Abram and Sarai 

and resulted in a divided people that are still divided to this day. 

 

Take a few minutes to talk about being patient and waiting for God’s timing.  When we 

take matters into our own hands we often create a bigger mess. 

 

Hagar ran away because Sarai was jealous that she was having a child.  God saw 

her and came to her.  She called Him El-roi which mean “he who sees me”.  What a 

comfort to know we have a God who sees us!  




